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The Politics and
Economics of the EU (EU®D
BURR)

The goal of this module is to provide learners with: an in—depth
understanding of the historical and contemporary development of the
European Union, its key institutions, a selection of EU policies, and
the process and impact of Brexit. At a time when the EU is facing
multiple challenges, within and beyond its borders, this class will
also seek to uncover the reasons behind these challenges
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Ethnographic Study on
Rural Japan (HilSC/L&IR

i)

We explore various issues that are associated with being Inaka /
living in Inaka, which can be translated as countryside or rural area
but has slightly different connotation and value from its English
counterparts. We study what means to be Inaka, what natural/ cultural
resources Inaka dwellers can appropriate to maintain their quality of
life, and what we can do to support their challenges
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The Politics and
Economics of
Globalization (/' m—/ 31
b & BriRwkss)

nature of state sovereignty? Facilitated the role that global-level
institutions play? Been challenged by the rise of populism? This
leads us to ask an important question: Is globalization being
superseded by de-globalization?
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Contrastive Analysis of
Semantic Structures in
English and Japanese
within the framework of
Cognitive Linguistics (&
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Manga Studies

The contemporary debate concerning Japanese manga culture provides
various important perspectives on questions concerning Japanese
society and culture. In this course, we will examine a variety of
Japanese manga genres and discuss the socio—cultural impact of these
genres, within both the Japanese and global contexts. The specific
design characteristics and motifs of each manga genre will also be
analyzed
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Japanese Popular Culture
Studies

The contemporary debate about Japanese popular culture has provided
various important perspectives from which to deal with questions
concerning Japanese society and culture. In this course, we will
examine a variety of Japanese popular cultural materials—e.g. pre—
modern Japanese popular culture, Japanimation (Japanese animations),
pop idols, 2.5 dimension, ranobe (light novels), films, et cetera

and discuss the impact of these genres within both the Japanese
socio—cultural and global contexts. We will discuss works which have
been labeled as belonging to the Japanese aesthetic ‘canon’ of each
period and examine the major recurring (literary and artistic) themes
in these works
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Japanese Aesthetics and
Fashion Media Studies

Fashion in Japan is bound to be “boom” —oriented, in accordance with
the various kinds of aesthetics which have been cultivated during
each historical period. Accommodating the symbolic forms of beauty
favored in each period, Japanese fashion magazines have evolved and
continue to produce innovative “formulas” intended to increase
magazine sales. In this course, by mainly focusing on fashion
magazines for women, we will learn about period—specific semiotic
structures, content, layouts, and the developing audiences for
fashion magazines in Japan. We will examine a variety of Japanese
fashions and related aesthetic forms and discuss the socio—cultural
impact of such genres in both the Japanese and global contexts
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History, Culture and
Society
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Intercul tural
Communication (¥3C{k=
Ra=H—ay)

Exploring new types of knowledge and analyzing the structures of
cultural activities are both required, in order to enchance cross—
cultural communication in this contemporary era of
internationalization. In this course, we will attempt to understand
the kinds of ideological conceptwhich are required to cultivate
intercultural communication; this will mainly involve discussing such
issues as Japanese ways of thinking, the structure of Japanese
society, globalization, multiculturalism, and so forth
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